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15 December 1993

_

Washington DC

SCHOLARSHIPS. INTERNSHIPS AND S7VPENT AID
As the year comes to a close, those of you who are high school seniors are one step

closer to stepping out on your own, while others ofyou may already be solidly on your way.
I want to pass along to you some educational opportunities I recently learned of that might
help you on your journey.
Cargill Scholarship For Rural America. A scholarship which might interest many South Texas
students is the Cargill Foundation's Scholarship Program for Rural America. Sponsored by the
National Future Farmers of America Organization, the program encourages the academic and
other achievements of America's rural youth by awarding $1,000 to 250 recipients for educational
expenses at any accredited post-secondary institution for any field of study. Recipients are
selected on the basis of academic record, potential to succeed, leadership and other qualities.
Students are eligible if they are: I) high school seniors graduating in the spring of 1994; 2) from
a family whose primary livelihood (50 percent) is derived from farming; 3) students planning to
enroll in a full-time course of study at an accredited two or four year college, university or
vocational-technical school. (Children of Cargill employees are not eligible to participate in this
program. Scholarship winners do not have to be FFA members.) Applications must be
postmarked on or before February 15, 1994. For more information, write the National FFA
Foundation, Cargill Scholarship Coordinator, Box 45205, Madison, Wisconsin 53744-5205. Or
you can call (608) 829-3105.

NALEO Legislative Intern Program. For those interested in exploring a career in politics, the
National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials (NALEO) are accepting
applications for their 1994 State Legislative Intern Program. NALEO each year selects 10
students from around the U.S. -- two of those are required to be from Texas -- to participate
in a specialized five-week program designed to give participants a behind-the-scenes look at how
policy is developed and implemented at state and federal levels. Interns will first work closely
with state legislators and their staffs for four weeks, performing a variety of duties from
monitoring hearings to participating in policy meetings with staff, then they will spend an
intensive week in Washington, D.C., where they will attend meetings with individuals who
develop and implement policy, including Members of Congress. The program includes the 1994
NALEO Annual Conference on July 30 in Chicago, Illinois, as well as transportation costs to and
from Washington and a stipend. The program runs during June and July and is an excellent
opportunity for students to gain first-hand experience in government. To get an application write
NALEO Educational Fund, State Legislative Intern Program, Selection Committee, 514 C Street,
NE, Washington, DC 20002. Or call (202) 546-2536. All applications must be received by the
close of business (5:30 p.m. Eastern Standard Time), Monday April 11, 1994.
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Felioe Rojas-Lombardi Scholarship for the Culinary Arts. Bon Appetit! Buen Apetito! Good
Eating! If you are pursuing or are interested in pursuing a career in the culinary arts, a
wonderful opportunity to get ahead is through the first-ever Felipe Rojas-Lombardi Scholarship.
Named in memory of Felipe Rojas-Lombardi, a Peruvian-born chef once called "one of the most
creative chefs in America" by the New York Times, the scholarship is sponsored by the James
Beard Foundation in New York and will be awarded to a talented Latino who is pursuing a fulltime culinary career. The scholarship will provide tuition toward studies at an accredited culinary
institution. A scholarship application form and requirements can be obtained by writing to
Caroline Stuart, The James Beard Foundation, 167 West 12th Street, New York, NY 10011, or
by calling (212) 675-4989. The deadline for application submission is December 30, 1993•

•

•

•

Federal Student Aid. The United States Department of Education will soon be sending order
sheets to every high school in the United States and many post-secondary schools, libraries, state
agencies for its 1994-95 federal student aid application materials: The Free Application for

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and The Student Guide. FAFSA, which can also be ordered in
Spanish,

collects information that will be used to calculate the student's Expected Family

Contribution (EFC). The EFC is used to determine eligibility for the Department's major student
aid programs: Federal Direct Student Loans, Federal Family Education Loans, Federal Pell
Grants, Federal Work-Study, Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants, and Federal
Perkins Loans. The Student Guide is a student-oriented information booklet that provides up-todate descriptions of all of these financial aid programs.
Because of changes following the Higher Education Amendments of 1992, I want you to
know that the Department of Education has streamlined its application process to make it faster
and more efficient. There are fewer questions to fill out, and for the first time students who
completed the FAFSA in 1993-94 should receive at their home address a renewal application by
the end of the year. Order forms will be sent out soon, and if you have questions about the
process you can contact the Department of Education's Division of Training and Program
Information at (202) 708-5154, or you can write to Federal Student Aid Application Materials,
U.S. Department of Education, ROB-3, Room 4050, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington,
DC 20202-5464.

I hope you find this information helpful, and if appropriate please pass it along to
others whom you think it would interest.

If I

can be of assistance in providing further

information to you about these programs, pleasefeelfree to call my Washington office at (202)
225-2531, my McAllen office at (210) 682-5545, or my Alice OffICe at (512) 664-2215.

•

•

•
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